
 
 

We respectfully and earnestly request that the Extraordinary Ministers of the Precious 
Blood not consume that which remains in the Chalices without the expressed request of the 
Priest Celebrant to do so.   
 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states the following as it relates to the 
distribution of the Body and The Blood of The Lord and should assist in answering any of 
your questions pertaining to this. 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 
28. When the size of the congregation or the incapacity of the bishop, priest, or deacon requires it, the 
celebrant may be assisted by other bishops, priests, or deacons. If such ordinary ministers of Holy 
Communion are not present, "the priest may call upon extraordinary ministers to assist him, i.e., formally 
instituted acolytes or even some of the faithful who have been commissioned according to the prescribed 
rite. In case of necessity, the priest may also commission suitable members of the faithful for the 
occasion."  Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion should receive sufficient spiritual, theological, 
and practical preparation to fulfill their role with knowledge and reverence. When recourse is had to 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, especially in the distribution of Holy Communion under 
both kinds, their number should not be increased beyond what is required for the orderly and reverent 
distribution of the Body and Blood of the Lord. In all matters such Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion should follow the guidance of the diocesan bishop. 
 

Purification of Sacred Vessels 
 
51. After Communion the consecrated bread that remains is to be reserved in the tabernacle. Care should 
be taken with any fragments remaining on the corporal or in the sacred vessels. The deacon returns to the 
altar with the priest and collects and consumes any remaining fragments.  
 
52. When more of the Precious Blood remains than was necessary for Communion, and if not consumed 
by the bishop or priest celebrant, "the deacon immediately and reverently consumes at the altar all of the 
Blood of Christ which remains; he may be assisted, if needs dictate, by other deacons and priests."  When 
there are extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, they may consume what remains of the Precious 
Blood from their chalice of distribution with permission of the diocesan bishop. 
 
53. The sacred vessels are to be purified by the priest, the deacon or an instituted acolyte.  The chalice and 
other vessels may be taken to a side table, where they are cleansed and arranged in the usual way. Other 
sacred vessels that held the Precious Blood are purified in the same way as chalices. Provided the 
remaining consecrated bread has been consumed or reserved and the remaining Precious Blood has been 
consumed, "it is permissible to leave the vessels . . . suitably covered and at a side table on a corporal, to 
be cleansed immediately after Mass following the dismissal of the people."  The extra-ordinary minister 
must not wipe the cup of precious blood with the purificator.  This constitutes purification of the vessel 
which is not permitted. 
 
54. The Precious Blood may not be reserved, except for giving Communion to someone who is sick. Only 
sick people who are unable to receive Communion under the form of bread may receive it under the form 
of wine alone at the discretion of the priest. If not consecrated at a Mass in the presence of the sick 
person, the Blood of the Lord is kept in a properly covered vessel and is placed in the tabernacle after 
Communion. The Precious Blood should be carried to the sick in a vessel that is closed in such a way as 
to eliminate all danger of spilling. If some of the Precious Blood remains after the sick person has 
received Communion, it should be consumed by the minister, who should also see to it that the vessel is 
properly purified…  (55.) The reverence due to the Precious Blood of the Lord demands that it be fully 
consumed after Communion is completed and never be poured into the ground or the sacrarium. 


